I. INTRODUCTION
The scientific, social, political, and military ramifications of the development of nuclear weapons under the auspices of the Manhattan Project ͑MP͒ are at least as significant today as they were in 1945. Apropos of this significance, the amount of published and electronic material offering analyses and interpretations of the MP is vast and constantly growing. As more and more previously classified material becomes publicly available, scientists and historians alike continue to revisit both the technical and human aspects of the project. The level of popular fascination with the science and personalities of twentieth-century nuclear physics can be gauged by the success of Michael Frayn's award-winning play Copenhagen ͑Ref. 108͒.
In early 2005, a Google search using the keywords "Manhattan Project" yielded millions of hits. While some of the sources that turned up are interesting and valuable, a cursory inspection reveals that many of them have nothing to do with physics or politico-military history or strategy. Faced with such a deluge of material, where should a physics teacher or student begin to look for credible, reasonably objective material on the history and science of the MP? This Resource Letter, which began as a bibliography of books, papers, and websites that I prepared for students, is an effort to address this need.
Because of the vast amount of material available on the Manhattan Project, I have had to be extremely selective in this Resource Letter. Its purpose is thus to direct readers to good points of departure into the literature on the MP. I have deliberately restricted my attention to the most significant mainstream books, journals, and websites and largely to the World War II period. While I do not deal pre se with nuclear physics, postwar weapons development, or the political and social consequences of nuclear weapons, many sources devoted to these issues contain important information on the MP, so I include a number of them. I also take the term "Manhattan Project" to be sufficiently elastic to warrant including a few papers that treat significant discoveries in nuclear physics that laid the scientific basis of the project. I also include a list of sources on the German nuclear project, which motivated the Allied work.
best current overall survey of the context, personalities, and science and engineering of the Manhattan Project. Some chapters are not germane to the MP as such, but Rhodes does a superb job of explaining the relevant physics in layman's language. 
Specific topics within the Manhattan Project
The following sources are largely non-technical works addressing specific topics: Los Alamos, the British contribution to the MP, the first self-sustaining chain reaction and the role of heavy water in World War II, the Trinity test, Oak Ridge, espionage activities, family life and personal reminiscences, the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki ͑including the political decision-making process that led up to the use of the bombs͒, the results of and aftermaths of the bombings, and a few sources dealing with political, ethical, social, and sociology-of-science issues. Sources are listed chronologically within each topic. . This short book gives an excellent qualitative survey of nuclear science and politics from the discovery of radioactivity through the 1990s, including discussions of early specu-lation on atomic energy, the discovery of fission, the MP, reactions to the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, domestic and international political developments, the formation and activities of the AEC, scientist's problems with security hearings, and arms control efforts 
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C. Biographical and autobiographical works
The first 14 sources below primarily concern Oppenheimer, Lawrence, Groves, Fermi, and Compton; the remaining deal with other individuals involved with either the project or the physical discoveries relevant to it. Books beyond the first 14 are ordered alphabetically according to the individual concerned. Hahn 
Robert Oppenheimer: Letters and
E. Technical papers of historical interest
The following references, roughly in chronological order, give key experimental and theoretical discoveries in fission, chain reactions, and synthesis of transuranic elements. This list is highly selective and represents only a tiny fraction of the papers published on these topics during the 1930s and early 1940s. Amaldi's 1984 paper ͑Ref. 132͒ is included for its comprehensive list of references. 
